.

. It's a federal income tax credit for people who

- work, but don’t earn much money. I you qualify,
it could be worth up to.$4,700 this year. So you
could pay less federal tax or even get a refund.

" But it’s not just about the money, it’s ahout the
difference it can make in your life.

© You may if yomeet the rules to claim the
- credit.

+ You must have earned income from employment or
self-employment.

» Yowr earned mcome and adjusted gross ncome
{AGH must pe less tham: .

INCOME TAX CﬂzEmT EITC?
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» $12.590 ($14.590 if marned filing jomily; with no
cualifymg child

» $33,241 (335,241 if marned filing jomtly) with cne
cualifying child

» $37,783 {$39,783 if marned filing jomlly) with more
than cne qualifying child

» Your mvesiment mcome (such as usuerest) must be
2,900 or less.

Your filing status cannot be marned filing sepazaiety.

You rmust be a U.S. cilizen or resident alien all year, or
a nonresiclent alien marred to a US. cizen or res-

dent alien and filing a jomt return. -
o

» You must have a valid SGCJal
Security number (SSIQ}
PN

» You cannot Dgf‘a qualifywng
child of ancjlfer person.

it you CiD not have a quaiify-
mg hﬁd you must:

age 25 but under 65 atthe
end of the year,

» live it the United States™ for

more than half the year, and
» not qualify as a dependent of
another person.

* U8 military pessonnel on ex-
tended active duly oulsice lha
United States are considered o

WHAT IS EARNED INCOME?

H you qualify to claim it, you can ﬁgure the
credit yourself or have the IRS figure it for you.
Either way, you can use Publication 886, Earned -
Income Credit, for requirements, worksheets
and examples on how to do it.

Keep in mind:

» i you are clanming & qualifying child, you must com-
plete and attach Schedule EiC to your return.

» i your ETTC for 1997 or later was demed or reduced -
by the IRS as the resull of an audit, to clam the cradit
for 2007 you may need to attach Form 8862, Informa-
ton o Claim Earned Income Credit Alter Disallow-
ance, to your return. .




OW DO | GET ADVANCE EITG?
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To get part of the CIEdJ.t in youz: paycheck durmg :
the year, you must;

+ Recewve wages
» Expect to qualify for the EITC
» Bxpect lo have at least one qualifying child

» Complete Form W-5, Earned Income Credit Advance
Payment Certificate, and give it io your emplover.

If you later find out that you do not qualify, you
will need to fill out a new Form W-5 and give it
to youzr employer to stop the advance payments.
You will have to repay all advance EITC money
when you file your tax return.

» Go to wwwars.gov/elte for free nformation and
forms. And the interactive EITC Assistant can show
you if you qualify.

Visit a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site
for free help and tax preparation,

Use Free File at www.irs.gov, your link to free online
filing through commercally available tax prepara-
tion software.

Find a qualified tax preparer.

Call 1-800-TAX-1040 for tax help and VITA site lo- -
cations. :

Call 1-B00-TAX-3676 for free IRS publications and ' -
forms. :

Call |-800-TAX-4058 if you have access to TTY/TDD -
equipment for the hearing impaired.
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WHAT ARE THE TIE-BREAKER

_ -_The parent the' chﬂd hved wﬂh the longes% during:the

- year, if two of the persons are the: parents and they' do :

-'not fﬂe a Jomt return together cr

year and they do not filea ]omt reiurn tﬂgether or

. The person with the hlghest AGI 1f no one 15 the chﬂd s e

parent.

You (and your spouse if filing jointly) must have a

listed on Schedute EIC must also have a valid
SSN. S5Ns are 1ssued only by the Social Security

U.S. citizenship or immigration status, age and |
identity. :

PLOYMENT ONLY WITH INS/DHS AUTHORIZATION,
you have a valid SSN for the EITC.

says NOT VALID FOR EMPLOYMENT.

~

If you (or your spouse if filing jomntly) have an mdiviciual

clarming the EITC,
Ha child has an ITIN or an adoption taxpayer identifica- :

for the EITC,

The pareni with the Iughest AGI Lf he' cl’u,ld hved.Wiﬂl'{“: '-:'I
‘each parent for the same amount of time’ durzng ﬁle:- .

valid 88N to clamm the EITC. Any qualifying child

Adminstration. To get one, you must prove your

r Ifyou are an alien who s not a permanent resident and ‘
have a Social Security card that says VALID FOR EM- ™

If you obtamed your SSN solely to receve a federally :.
funced benefit, such as Medicaid, it s not valid for
claiming the EITC. The Social Security card usually |

taxpavyer identification number (ITIN), it 1s not valid for .

tion numper (ATTN), it 1s not valid for clarmng that child -

WHO IS A QUALIFYING CHILD?

If two or more persons have the same quali-
fying child for the EITC, dependency exemp-
tion, child tax credit, head of household fil-
» ing status, or credit for child and dependent
care expenses, only one person can claim -
the child as a qualifying child for all those
benefits. :

You must decide who will claim the benefits, -
E including the EITC, using that gualifying .
! child. If you cannot agree, and more than -
one person actually uses the same child, the |
tie-breaker rules apply. )




